CHAPTEE H
PROBABILITY IN EELATION TO THE THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE
1. I DO not wish to become involved in questions of epistemology
to which I do not know the answer; and I am anxious to reach
as soon as possible the particular part of philosophy or logic
which is the subject of this book. But some explanation is
necessary if the reader is to be put in a position to understand
the point of view from which the author sets out; I will, there-
fore, expand some part of what has been outlined or assumed
in the first chapter.
2, There is, first of all, the distinction between that part of
our belief which is rational and that part which is not. If a
man believes something for a reason which is preposterous or
for no reason at all, and what he believes turns out to be true for
some reason not known to him, he cannot be said to believe it
rationally, although he believes it and it is in fact true, On the
other hand, a man may rationally believe a proposition to be
probable, when it is in fact false. The distinction between
rational belief and mere belief, therefore, is not the same as the
distinction between true beliefs and false beliefs. The highest
degree of rational belief, which is termed certain rational belief,
corresponds to knowledge. We may be said to know a thing
when we have a certain rational belief in it, and vice versa. For
reasons which will appear from our account of probable degrees
of rational belief in the following paragraph, it is preferable to
regard knowledge as fundamental and to define rational belief by
referenoe to it.
3. We come next to the distinction between that part of our
rational beliel which is certain and that part which is only
probaMe. Belief, whether rational or not, is capable of degree.
Tie highest ckgree of rational belief, or rational certainty of
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